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From the Pastor
To all the saints:

‘Lutherans don’t talk a ot about specific saints, we are more likely
to talk about the company of saints with an understanding that all
believers in Jesus Christ are saints. But in our tradition we do
remember specific saints and the gifts and talents they have shared
with ‘the church.’

This month some saints we remember are: Lawrence, a deacon in
the church in Rome (258 AD); Clare, a young girl who heard
Francis of Assisi preach and with other women began the Order of
Poor Ladies to ]ive in poverty as the Franciscans did (1253 AD);
Florence Nightingale, a Lutheran nurse who served in the Crimean
War and worked for hospital reform (1910 AD); Kaj Munk, a
Danish Lutheran paster who opposed the Nazis and was executed
by the Gestapo (1944 AD), Bernard of Clairvaux, a monk whose
devotional writings are read and hymns are sung today (1153,
Bartholomew, Apostle mentioned in Matthew, Mark and Luke;
Moses the Black, the leader of a band of robbers who was
converted to Christian faith and became a monk (400 AD).

Saints come in all ages, colors and nationahities. Most of the ones [
know are white Americans living in the state of Washington. You
are some of those saints. What makes a saint? Jesus Christ makes
a saint. Through his life, death and resurrection Jesus made you a
saint.

I thank God for all the saints, especially you.
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“Lifting Our Vision”

We are a church on the road together encountering life and eager to
respond to God’s love. God is calling us to be a Great Commission
and a Great Commandment ministry in response to the Good News
we have received (Matt 22:37-40, Matt 25:31-46, Matt 28:18-20).

Lifting our eyes we see the stunning natural beauty where we live.
We sce as well a cussed independence and parched spirit in this

place. Many are afratd. God has told us we need not be afraid for
death is conquered. Our new life is in following Jesus as disciples.

We are a church that 1s neither hierarchical nor congregational, We
see congregations and leaders bound together for mission and
sharing the unique gifts of each on behalf of the whole. We are this
Body of Christ, as individual believers and as congregations of
great diversity; one church, many gifts.

JESUS! Qur effort is all about Jesus. In him we have been drawn
to the deepest trust of our lives. We want to follow him, in word
and service, This “man for others” calls us to be “the church for
others.” '

GRATITUDE, GRATITUDE Our power source is gratitude for
the life we have been given and regiven in Jesus. We are servants
of this gratitude; servants to all. This is the way the Hely Spirit
gives us breath, hope, and calm when it all spins so fast. We pray
to remember how to breathe, for God’s inspiration and to calm our
hearts.

NO FEAR! TRANSFORMATION Many are atraid because the
world is changing so fast. We are not afraid because Jesus and his
life anchor us in confidence. Together we seek the transformation
that s God’s constant will (Romans 12:2) cur anchor holds true in
Jesus and we wonder where he is leading us.

MIRACLES OF HOPE We confess we have lost or forgotten our
capacity for hope in miracles. We have forgotten that God invites
us to persona! transformation. We pray God will open our eyes, lit
our vision, restore our hope. Rekindle in us the power to move
mountains! Remove our lesser loyalties and our fears. We will be
people of miraculous expectation and personal transformation!

YES! EVERYONE COME! Ours is a geography in transition,
racially, economically, and culturally. Maintenance of cur
ministries has led us to dig in and tries to hide frem these
challenges. Our vision is One Body, One church in many
languages and colors, gifted by all. We will be the church of
Pentecost!

COME LORD JESUS! Finally, it is not our effort; it is not
our vision, It is God calling us to enact and incarnate the Kingdom
of God now. We are all ministers of this vision! It is our calling
and vocation. This vision shapes our courage. We zre not afraid to
fail in this trust. Come, Lord Jesus!

Let us pray. ..

Most gracious God, we offer this vision of a Great Commission,

Great Commandment synod 1o you in obedience and thanksgiving.
We lift our eyes and behold your majesty enthroned on the cross,
calling us to deeper discipleship. Thank you for this life. Empower
us by this gratitude and lead us in proclamation and service to see
the Kingdom of god coming among us. AMEN.

From Bishop Wells’ message in Cross Connections Jaly/August 2007
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CHRIST LUTHERAN T-SHIR'TS

DONT FORGET...IF YOU ORDERED A T-SHIR'T
AND HAVE NOT PAILD, PLEASE GIVE YOUR
MONEY TO SHERI BISSELL OR J D SUNDSETT.

WOW ! What a great time at Red Willow Vineyards.
Everyone that came enjoyed great food and fellowship
and a beautiful sunset. Our time together in prayer and
devotion on what seemed to be the top of the world
brought us closer to God and each other. Thank you to
the Fellowship Committes for organizing and hosting
this wonderful event.

WERE GOING TO A

BALL GAME]

Mark your Calendars and plan to Come to
the Yakima Bears zame on Saturday
August 22°°. We will Carpool from the
Church at 6pm, the game begins at
7:05pm. After the game there will be a
firework display. Come, enjoy ahd
SUpport our {ocal team. TiCkets fOr pox
Seats are $6.25.

Worship Schedule — 2007

August 5 — Evangelical Lutheran Worship — Worship Team

Worship/Communion Assistant —
Acolyte — Orion Karn '
Lector — Mark Karn

Greeters — Al & Fran Karn
Ushers — J.D. Sundseth & Open

August 12 — Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Worship/Communion Assistant — Open
Acolyte — Marlene Libsack

Lector — Jim Sund

Greeters — Sally Hansen

Ushers — Open

August 19 — Evangelical Lutheran Worship — Worship Team

Worship/Communion Assistant — Open
Acolyte — Open

Lector — Open

Greeters — Open

Ushers — Al Bryson & Cal Bosch

August 26 — Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Worship/Communion Assistant — Jeff Nelson
Acolyte — Open

Lector — Jeff Nelson

Greeters — Jim Sund

Ushers — Gillespie Family







