CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
5606 W. Lincoln Ave,
Yakima, WA 98908
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With the latest issue of “The Lutheran” magazine was a second magazine
! . promoting the ELCA Good Gifts program. This is an alternative gift giving idea.
IOVE 1S a gint Instead of giving the hard-to-buy for people on your list a gift that will sit in the
closet or be re-gifted, donate money in their name to a cause supported by the
ELCA World Hunger. After we discussed this in the last Social Ministry meeting,
| read an article in the December 4™ issue of “Woman's Day” entitled “The Best
Gift of All”. A couple had begun giving their sons a white envelope after one of
their son’s read an email about a woman trying to find the right gift for her
husband who hated the commercialism of Christmas. The wife donated money
in her husband’s name to a school that had no money to get wrestling
equipment. This “white envelope” quickly became the best gift that any of them
gave or got. The boys began to find new ways to make their mother cry by their
choices of charity. The ELCA has many opportunities for you to make this part of
your tradition also. On a table in the fellowship hall will be several of the Good:
Gifts catalogue. Take a moment to browse through it. We pray that you may find

thi lution f difficult gift rh~ire,
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FROM THE
PASTO

A prison cell, in which one waits, hopes ... and is completely dependent
on the fact that the door of freedom has to be opened from the outside,

is not a bad picture of Advent.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

We live in fearful times — terrorists, nuclear weapons, identity theft, ethnic cleansing, etc. There is
much to be afraid of. In Dietrich Bonhoeffer day fears were - Communism, pogroms, Fascism, the
Holocaust, ete. Every time is a time of fear. From Matthew, “Jesus answered ... you will hear of wars
and rumors of wars ... All times are times of wars and rumors of wars. It is human life on earth, not

unlike a prison. How then can we prepare?

Some look for security in - security systems, guns, motion sensors and lights, pepper spray, tazers,
countless things to help us manage our fears. How shall we prepare?

Houses are decked out, some with complicated decorations and lights, some more simple. Trees are up
and decorated. Black Friday and e-sale Monday are behind us. How shall we prepare?

Christians call this season Advent, a time of preparing for the coming of Jesus. We prepare to
celebrate the coming of ‘the child’ in Bethlehem. That is in the past. We prepare to celebrate the
anniversary of that ‘coming.” That is in the present. We prepare to celebrate Christ’s coming again.
That is in the future. How shall we prepare?

Prepare the way of the Lord!
I rejoiced with those who said 1o me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.”

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May those who love you be secure.
May there be peace within your walls and security within your citadels.”
For the sake of my friends and of all the people, I will say, “Peace be within you.”

For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your prosperity.
Psalm 122:1, 6-9

“Peace be within vou.” We cannot prepare for something if we do trust in its coming. Believers
prepare the way of the Lord because our hope rests on the promises of God and God keeps God’s

promises.

The door to our ‘freedom in Christ” can only be opened from outside and Jesus stands at the door
knocking, inviting us out of our prison of fear and into the world where Jesus is at work.

Preparf:fthe way of the Lord!! Let us be peacemakers in all aspects of our lives.
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING!

(Holiday Greetings from your Worship and Music Committee)

Come worship with us! There are plenty of opportunities this year to prepare for the
coming of the Christ child. We encourage you to find some time to stop, breathe, and get
connected with the true meaning of the season. Qur theme this year is “Alternative
Giving” — come and find out exactly what this means for YOU! '

Mid-week Advent services are at 7:00 p.m., on Wednesdays (Holden Evening Prayer with
guitar accompaniment). Don’t miss this quiet time to rest and worship during the week!

December 2™ kicks off our Sunday Advent worship services here at CLC.
< The Angel Tree will be in the narthex again this year. Adopt a child for a
special holiday giving experience.
& Order sheets are available for purchasing poinsettias for Poinsettia Sunday.
December 9"
< Special Music anyone?

December 16™ — A busy, busy day here at CLC.
& Children’s Christmas program during worship service.
% Stay after church and help decorate the Christmas Tree!
< Come back to church at 4:30 p.m. and go caroling, followed by our
memorable chili and cornbread dinner.

December 23™ -
% Poinsettia Sunday — Help us decorate the sanctuary with beautiful, red,
Christmas plants!

December 24™ — Christmas Eve

% We will be having two candlelight services again this year —7:00 p.m. and
11:00 p.m.

December 30" —
& Youth Sunday — Pastor is planning something special on this 5™ Sunday of the
month that includes the Youth of the church!






