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PRAISE THANKSGIVING

COME JOIN US IN PRAYER AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

January 18" through the 25" is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, celebrated in
churches through the country.

Imagine how powerful a nation at prayer can be!

You have the opportunity to spend quiet time talking with in the sanctuary January 21wt
through the 24", The church will be open from 5:30p.m. until 7:00 p.m. each evening. A
theme has been chosen for each evening as an guide. But, of course feel free to come and

pray about anything!
Monday: Justice Tuesday: Love Wednesday: Joy  Thursday: Peace

Prayer partners will be available if you would like someone to pray-with you. Soft music,
soft lights and an invitation to spend time with someone who loves your very much is just
a sample of what waits you if you decide to stop by and spend some time with God.

Look for more news at the month progresses. Hope to see you at least once!

Monday Night Prayer Group
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\ / Epiphany \ /

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together. (Isaiah 40:5)

Sundays and Seasons is a book about the lectionary we follow. It has suggestions for the
shape of worship for each season, information about the texts for each week, suggestions
for hymns, much helpful information about worship. It also has articles about the seasons
of the church year. I share with you these snippets about Epiphany.

Inspired by Matthew’s gospel, the readings of Epiphany offer a perspective that has been
quietly alive mn Christianity: “Here is my servant, whom I uphold ... he will faithfully
bring forth justice.” (Isaiah 42:1, 3} In contrast to militant forms of Christianity, the
Epiphany readings show the public Christ who serves the reign of God in human life.
With Christ, the standards and values of this world are, many times, turned upside down:
adults kneel before an infant (Matthew 2:11); a messenger of God is proclaimed a
vulnerable lamb (John 1:36); a prophet calls powerless manual laborers to be witnesses to
God’s reign (Matthew 418-19); in a world of wealth and violence, the poor, grief-
stricken, merciful and peace-loving are named blessed of God (Matthew 5:3-9.)

In the current global context, in which aggressive and fundamentalist forms of the three
monotheistic faiths attract media attention, the season of Epiphany allows us to consider
the Christian community as a global witness to and servant of that justice and peace for
which many in the world long. The metaphor of light is a potent image for those who
desire to see clearly the reality of the world in which we love and the one who offers a
distinctive way of being in this world: people marked by a singular commitment to life,
health and wholeness in this world. By placing the gift of salvation at the beginning of
life in baptism, Luther effectively demolish the need to please God by the end of one’s
life in order to be secure in one’s knowledge of salvation. With the final judgment scene
taking place at baptism — a judgment in mercy and for humanity — those who arise from
the baptismal waters are now able to life their lives freely in service to this world.
Neither cynical withdrawal from public life not the need to make the world Christian is
an option. In faithful service, sometimes dangerous service, to the reign of God amid the
economic, social and political dimensions of contemporary life, one might glimpse light.

Sundays and Seasons
2008, Year A
Augsburg Fortress
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In mipistry with you. ///

Pastor Carol



The Enhancement Committee Coffee and Fellowship Team has a
Continues...
new leader.
» To meet with the companies that Welcomme Bonmie Eichler!
will help us complete our vision.

« To gather facts and figures. Thanks to Marlene Libsack for her

+ To come together Aedication ;’md tmlw spent as the
(January 11* at 7:00pm) coordinatoy in 2007
to share the information
received.

Remermber to take the apportumfiy to be 4

You are invited to come and see what part of the team by stgning up to help.
is happening and share YOUR ideas!
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MY HEARTFELT THANKS

Once again, this congregatién has completely awed me by your commitment to
help others in our community. All of the Angel tags were taken from the tree in
record time and the gifts were returned on time.

Jim and I had the privilege of speaking with Brian Cox of DSHS after the
presents were delivered to the families. He told us of the excitement of the
children that were recipients of your presents. He said one group was bouncing
up and down like they were on pogo sticks!

Thank you so much for embracing gift buying for the teenagers whose names we
were given.  Michelle Perkins of DSHS shared with me that she was hesitant
about the list due to the number of teenagers. But as one of the caseworkers
told her, the teenagers are always the ignored ones and are more “needy” than
the little ones. I hope that you found the experience as gratifying for you as the
pleasure it will bring to these teens to know that someone out there cares for
them.

I would like to thank everyone who helped organize the gifts on the last
Wednesday of Advent and to Jim Sund for helping load the presents.

Lastly I would like to thank the congregation for their generosity throughout
2007 by supporting Souper Bowl Sunday, Local Family Benevolence, the Habitat
House, the Thanksgiving boxes and the Angel Tree. Yakima is truly blessed to
have such a community of caring people.

Kathy Sebree
Social Ministry Chair






