CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
5606 W. Lincoln Ave,
Yakima, WA 98968
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Blessing of the Animals
October 4 is the feast day of Saint Francis of Assisi. Francis, the son of a wealthy cloth
merchant, publicly confronted his father, renounced his wealth and devoted himself to
service to the poor. Under his leadership the Order of Friars Minor (the Franciscans) was
formed and they gave their lives to literally living Jesus® words to his disciples — to take
nothing on their journey and receive no payment for their work. Their task was preaching.
Francis had a spirit of gladness and gratitude for all of God’s creation. Saint Francis feast
day has traditionally been the day to bless pets and other creatures Francis called his
brothers and sisters. Sunday, October 7 we will bless the animals as part of worship.
Weather permitting, we will worship outside. Bring your lawn chair, dress warm, bring
your pet (in a cage or on a leash) for worship and a blessing.
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The Body of Christ

Together? The Same?  Different?

“For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we,
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.”
Romans 12:4-5

In a group of people, any group of people, we want to be of one mind. It is a natural desire. It eliminates
possible conflicts or misunderstandings. It is very comfortable.

The thing is we are not all the same! We are not all of one mind! We are individuals with differing
opinions on a wide variety of things. Within our congregation I suspect we have people who - politically
- red state people and blue people; - on the environment - stewards of creation (conserve and preserve)
and subdue and have dominion over. Even in the church we differ on — did creation happen in seven days
or over only God knows how long - should we change the sanctuary — did Jesus really mean sell all you
have and give it to the poor - what kind of music should we sing in worship — are there limits to God’s
forgiveness - how often should we have communion — etc. I have only named a few that I know have
caused divisions in ‘the church’ at some time.

Differences can become huge and drive wedges between people. Yet when we look at just this few issues
knowing that all of us disagree on something, we still come together and to worship God and be fed by
God’s Word, praycr, singing and being together as ‘the body of Christ.’

We are held together by faith. Faith is not easy — it is tested and we are tempted in so many ways. Read
the Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis.

Pastor Rollin Swanson from Central Lutheran showed a movie to out text study group. Tt was about the
Vatican, in Rome during the Naz occupation. The Vatican was neutral territory and the Germans were
wise enough to know they could not invade it without incurring the wrath of the world.

A priest works to shelter and protect Allied soldiers, trapped behind the German lines in Italy. Itisa
dangerous undertaking, involving many people. There are lives lost and people betrayed. 1t is a some of
whom lose their lives. T do not want to give away the plot because I urge vou to rent it. The name is “The
Scarlet and The Black.”

I mention this movie because in it the differences are extreme and the subtle forces that work on each of
us in life can be recognized.

We can never eliminate the differences in our lives, we have to learn to live with them. But we can
celebrate what holds us together as ‘the body of Christ.” Jesus Is Lord!!
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